
HAWES VISITOR CENTRE, NORTH YORKSHIRE

Client    Rejuvenate Wensleydale
Area    2250 m2

Status    Planning application
Contract Value   £3.5 million approx.

Working in collaboration with exhibition designers Jasper Jacob Associates, we have designed a new visitor centre for 
Hawes in North Yorkshire. The Centre contains a permanent educational exhibition focussing on the local sheep farming 
industry, as well as craft-related retail units and managed workspaces, temporary exhibition space, and a 100-cover 
refectory coupled with a multi-purpose community space. The community space can be used separately for fi lm shows, 
talks and exhibitions, or opened up with the refectory to provide a large space for private functions.

The development has been designed to appear as a series of individual smaller buildings rather than one large mass, 
to reduce the overall visual impact in what is otherwise a domestic-scale environment. The refectory block draws on the 
historic Cistercian Abbeys of North Yorkshire, with an octagonal form, buttresses and pyramidal roof.  By contrast, the 
block containing managed workspace and lettable commercial units has taken the local domestic vernacular as its cue, 
using pitched roofs, gables and dressed stone window and door openings.  Two other blocks, a large one containing 
the exhibition area and retail units and a smaller one containing the Community Hall, are steel-framed structures with 
fl at roofs behind massive Yorkstone walls.

The development will include a number of sustainability features, including wool Insulation, dry urinals, grey water 
recycling, solar water heating and biomass heating, and will include a sedum roof to disguise the larger areas in views 
from the fells. 

The Admiral’s Offi ces    The Historic Dockyard    Chatham    Kent    ME4 4TZ
T:       +44 (0)1634 408886
E:       info@artsarchitecture.com
W:      www.artsarchitecture.com

ArtsArchitecture is a trading name of Arts Architecture International Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 5651239
Registered Offi ce : 3-4 Bower Terrace, Tonbridge Road, Maidstone, Kent ME16 8RY

A r t s A r c h i t e c t u r e


